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Dear RCSD Community, 
 
Project-Based Learning (PBL) is a somewhat unwieldy term for  
a teaching method where students learn by actively engaging in 
real-world and personally meaningful projects. When many of us 
were students, the word “project” meant something fun: making a paper mâché globe out  
of a balloon or building a volcano that exploded when vinegar and baking soda collided.   
The projects were meant to be the dessert of a lesson plan, not the meal.  
 
These days, Project-Based Learning is more and more the main course. Studies show that  
students learn and retain more when actively engaged in school work. No other type of learning 
prepares a student for solving real life problems and engaging in critical thinking as well as 
hands-on, Project-Based Learning. When you put students in charge of their own education 
(with a teacher facilitating/coaching), it inspires a love of the learning process that is  
deep and long-lasting. 
 
An organic PBL project recently emerged at the Middle School. As you may have noticed,  
Middle Schoolers - and Middle Schoolers’ faces - come in many different shapes and sizes. 
There is no one mask that comfortably fits all, leaving some masks gaping and others not  
covering enough of the territory.  Engineering teacher Francesca Diamante and her students 
thought this might be a good real-world problem to tackle witha PBL assignment. They came 
up with a design for a mask adjuster to draw the mask strings looser or tighter to change the fit.  
 
The students prepared a prototype for 3D printing and suggested fun shapes and colors to  
enhance their appeal: hearts, garnet stones, and the somewhat inexplicably popular (to me 
anyway) mustache shape. They designed, modeled and tested various prototypes of the  
adjusters, providing feedback for improvements. The students used a 3D modelling software 
program called Tinkercad to create their own adjusters, customizing them as they wished.  
They also created a tool to assist students in putting the adjusters on if they have trouble  
with fine-motor coordination or if mask strings are frayed.  
 
The mask adjusters have been a huge hit at the Middle School and are available in Ms.  
Diamante’s room free of charge. Kudos to Ms. Diamante and the students for a perfect  
example of a PBL project: solving 
real-world problems while following 
the engineering design process and 
making Rye Middle School a safer 
place. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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A mask adjuster in use

Engineering teacher Francesca Diamante with seventh-graders Francesca 
Riberio and Emma Singer at the October 26 Board of Education meeting



Spelling Bee Buzz 

The Rye Free Reading Room held its fourth annual spelling bee on November 11. Congratula-
tions to eighth-grader Katelyn Haines who won the middle school spelling bee competition 
by correctly spelling “sampan.” Tenth-grader Patrick Harrigan was the high school winner, 
spelling “riveting” as his final word. Katelyn won a $2,500 scholarship and Patrick won a $500 
scholarship. The Bee was sponsored by Carpet Trends in honor of Emanuela Riccio. n 
 

Left to right: Library Board of Trustee President Kathleen Riegelhaupt, Spelling Bee Winners Patrick Harrigan and 
Katelyn Haines, and Library Director Chris Shoemaker. Photo courtesy the RFRR

RHS Seniors Sign Letters of Intent 
 
On November 10th, eight Rye High School seniors, their parents, and 
coaches gathered in the Performing Arts Center to sign National  
Letters of Intent. A Letter of Intent is a document used to indicate a 
student athlete’s commitment to participating National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) colleges and universities in the United 
States. The seniors, their sports and college/universities are:  
 
● Jack Buttigieg Boston University crew 
● Lente Geelan Notre Dame swimming  
● Johnny Hartzell Colgate University lacrosse 
● Ellie Hedges Colgate University lacrosse 
● Owen Kovacs Bucknell University lacrosse  
● Reilly Traynor Bucknell University soccer 
● Caden Whaling University of North Carolina lacrosse 
● Catherine Williams University of Virginia crew  
 
Congratulations to the seniors, their parents and coaches!  n

Committed! Back row, left to 
right: Caden Whaling, Owen 
Kovacs, Lente Geelin, Ellie 
Hedges, Catherine Williams, 
Jack Buttigieg. Front row,  
left to right: Johnny Hartzell  
and Reilly Traynor



Westchester County Vaccine Clinic at RMS

National Merit Scholarship Program

County Executive George Latimer stopped by the Westchester County Vaccine clinic at RMS on November 19th. He is pictured 
here with Board of Education President Jennifer Boyle and Heriberto Contreras, Sr., Coordinator of Community Outreach and 
Engagement for the Westchester County Department of Health

Twenty-two Rye High School seniors were named 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students. The students 
received Rye Recognition of Excellence awards at a special ceremony on November 9



Commendations    
The Rye High School Thanksgiving food drive filled an entire truck for Meals on 
Main Street (formerly Caritas) in Port Chester 
 
The RHS cheerleading team went to Sectionals on November 7 and increased 
their scores in all categories related to Game Day cheering 
 
The boys and girls cross country teams participated in sectionals on November 6 
The girls varsity field hockey team made it to the semifinals this year 
 
The varsity football team ended its season as league champions after making it  
to the NYSPHSAA Class A semifinal 
 
The boys varsity soccer team competed in the quarterfinals of sectionals 
 
The girls varsity soccer team ended its season with a 19 game unbeaten streak  
as league champions with a sectional title 
 
The girls swim team (Sophia Hoffman, Zoe Lien, Kayla Lombardo, Sophia Lord, 
Charlize Tavitian, and Megan Tiedemann) participated in sectionals in early  
November, making it to finals. They finished 19th overall  
 
The girls swim team has a state qualifier this year: 9th-grader Sophia Lord. She 
competed in the NYSPHSAA State Championships on November 18 & 19 coming  
in 28th in the 200 IM 
 
The girls varsity tennis team ended the seasons as league champions. Senior  
captains Charlotte Ausfahl and Juliette Stone played in the NYSPHSAA Tennis 
State Championships representing Rye and Section One from October 28-30 in 
Schenectady, finishing fifth in the Statewide competition 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 
RYE HIGH SCHOOL  
SENIOR SCENES,  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
2:00 P.M. AND 7:00 P.M. 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
MEETING 
7:30 P.M. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 –  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 
WINTER RECESS 
SCHOOLS AND  
OFFICES CLOSED 
 
DECEMBER 31, 2021 
SCHOOL TAX PAYMENT 
DEADLINE (EXTENDED  
FROM NOVEMBER 30) 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022 
SCHOOLS AND  
OFFICES REOPEN 
 
 
 Friendsgiving

Friendsgiving at The Academy at Rye High School


